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 PUBLIC HEARING – NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED BUDGET AND  
INCLUDING PROPOSED INCREASES FOR CERTAIN EXISTING SERVICES AND USER FEES 
AND CERTAIN CHARGES, PREDOMINANTLY RELATED TO WATER AND SEWER RATES  

I. Opening Statement
II. Public Testimony
III. Close Hearing

SPECIAL CALLED COUNCIL MEETING 

I. Call to Order

A. Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance

B. Approval of Minutes
May 20, 2026 – Special Called Council Meeting
May 20, 2026 – Regular Council Meeting
May 26, 2026 – Special Called Council Meeting

II. Public Comment Regarding Items on the Agenda

III. Items for Discussion and Possible Approval

A. Discussion and Approval to Amend the July 7, 2026, Council Meeting Date

IV. Ordinances

A. Discussion and Approval of Ordinance 2026 - 04 to Adopt an Annual Budget, Levy a
Property Tax, and Provide Revenue for the City of Cayce for the Fiscal Year Ending
June 30, 2027, and To Adopt and Establish Certain New Fees and Charges with
Amounts – Second Reading

B. Discussion and Approval of Ordinance 2026 - 05 to Amend Chapter 38, Traffic and
Vehicles, Article II, Operation of Vehicles Generally, of the City of Cayce Code of
Ordinances to add Section 38-38, Regulated Use of Golf Carts – Second Reading

Mayor 
Elise Partin 

Mayor Pro-Tem Council Members City Manager  Assistant City Manager 
 Phil Carter     Tiffany Aull Mike Conley 

  Byron Thomas 
  Alice Rose 

Betsy Catchings 
Wesley Crosby  



 
 
 

V. City Manager’s Report 
 
VI. Council Comments 
 
VII. Executive Session  
  

A. Receipt of legal advice concerning the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act 
process and the City’s procedural obligations in connection with a proposed 
economic development project 
a. Discuss possible acquisition of property on State Street 

 
b. Discuss possible acquisition of property on Frink Street  
 

B. Receipt of legal advice relating to claims and potential claims by and against the City 
and other matters covered by the attorney-client privilege  

 
VIII. Reconvene 
 
IX. Adjourn 
 
 
SPECIAL NOTE: Upon request, the City of Cayce will provide this document in whatever 
form necessary for the physically challenged or impaired.  
 

 
 

CITY OF CAYCE 
2026 JUNE MEETINGS AND EVENTS 

 
 
Thursday, June 11, 2026 

 Special Called City Council Meeting | 2:00 p.m. 
 Events Committee Meeting | 5:30 p.m. 

 
Wednesday, June 17, 2026 

 City Council Meeting | 5:00 p.m. - CANCELLED 
 
Friday, June 19, 2026 

 Juneteenth Holiday | City Offices CLOSED  
 Garbage, Yard Trash and Recycling will be picked up Wednesday, June 17 

 
Saturday, June 20, 2026 

 Juneteenth Celebration | Cayce Historical Museum 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
Monday, June 22, 2026 

 Zoning Board/Planning Commission Meeting | 6:00 p.m. 
 
Tuesday, June 23, 2026 

 Public Safety Foundation Meeting | 5:45 p.m.  
 
Wednesday, June 24, 2026 

 Bulk & White Good Collection Day  



NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE 
CITY OF CAYCE 

Pursuant to Sections 6-1-80 and 6-1-330 of the SC Code of Laws, public notice is hereby given 
that the City of Cayce City Council will hold a Public Hearing on the municipal budget for the 2026-
2027 fiscal year, including proposed increases for certain existing service and user fees and 
certain charges, predominantly related to water and sewer rates: 

Date: June 11, 2026 
Time: 2:00 p.m. 

Location: Cayce City Hall, Council Chambers, 1800 12th Street 

GENERAL FUND 

Current 
Fiscal Year 

Projected 
Revenues 

Percentage 
Change in 

Current 
Fiscal Year 

Revenue Budget FY2026-2027 Revenue Millage 

$19,807,548 $20,139,640 1.66% 62.1 mils 

Current 
Fiscal Year 

Projected 
Expenditures 

Percentage 
Change in 

Estimated 
Millage 

Expenditures Budget FY2026-2027 Expenditures FY2026-2027 

$19,807,548 $20,139,640 1.66% 67.07 mils 

UTILITY FUND 

Current 
Fiscal Year 

Projected 
Revenues 

Percentage 
Change in 

Revenue Budget FY2026-2027 Revenue 

$43,969,507 $46,288,092 5.3% 

Current 
Fiscal Year 

Projected 
Expenditures 

Percentage 
Change in 

Expenditures Budget FY2026-2027 Expenditures 

$43,969,507 $46,288,092 5.3% 

One mil equals $76.53 Per $1,000 of Assessed Property Value. 
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City of Cayce 
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Wednesday, May 20, 2026 
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The May 20, 2026, Special Called Council Meeting for General Fund Work Session was 
held this afternoon at 3:00 p.m. in Council Chambers. Those present included Mayor Elise Partin, 
Mayor Pro Tem Phil Carter and Council Members Byron Thomas, Alice Rose, and Tiffany Aull 
(who arrived during the Council Meeting); City Manager Michael Conley, Assistant City Manager 
Wesley Crosby, Assistant City Manager/Utilities Director Betsy Catchings, Municipal Clerk Kristen 
Hall, Commercial Building Inspector David Parnell, Director of Development Services Luke 
Godbold, Clerk of Court Rachel Aucoin, Museum Curator Andy Thomas, Public Works Director 
Johnny Dillard, Fire Chief Steven Bullard, Assistant Fire Chief Ryan Gates, Police Chief Bruce 
Wade, Assistant Police Chief Jonathan von Moltke, Budget Consultant Melissia Harrill, Human 
Resources Director Keisha Brunson, and Interim Municipal Treasurer Leslie Moser were also in 
attendance.  

Mayor Partin asked if members of the press and public were duly notified of the meeting in 
accordance with the Freedom of Information Act. Municipal Clerk Hall confirmed they were 
notified.  

Call to Order 

Mayor Partin called the Special Council Meeting to order, and Council Member Thomas 
gave the Invocation. Mayor Partin led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Items for Discussion 

A. Discussion of Proposed FY2026/2027 General Fund Budget

Staff and the City's budget consultant presented an overview of projected revenues and 
expenditure, noting that current-year revenues are performing above budget and that the 
proposed budget is balanced. Discussion included the City's millage rate, inflationary impacts on 
operations, and comparisons with neighboring municipalities. 

Council reviewed proposed budgets for Administration, Legislative, Planning and 
Development, Municipal Court, Museum, Information Technology, Finance, Parks,  

Mayor 
Elise Partin 

Mayor Pro-Tem Council Members City Manager  Assistant City  Manager 
 Phil Carter     Tiffany Aull Mike Conley 

  Byron Thomas 
  Alice Rose 

Betsy Catchings 
Wesley Crosby  
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Sanitation, Fleet Maintenance, Fire, and Police Departments. Department heads highlighted 
operational needs, contractual cost increases, equipment replacements, and capital improvement 
projects. 

The Parks Department discussed improvements to the Riverwalk and Guinyard Park, 
including replacement of aging infrastructure and equipment. Sanitation and Fleet Maintenance 
presented requests related to vehicle replacements, a grapple truck, and construction of a vehicle 
wash rack to improve maintenance operations. 

The Fire Department presented its operating and capital needs, emphasizing challenges 
related to staffing, retention, overtime, station conditions, and long-term service demands. The 
Fire Chief discussed the need for additional personnel to meet national response standards, 
maintain service levels, and improve firefighter retention. Council also discussed the potential 
need for a fire station needs assessment and the reestablishment of a Fire Marshal position. 

The Police Department reviewed a largely stable operating budget with increases related 
to contractual services, equipment, uniforms, and vehicle replacements. Additional requests 
included upgrades to evidence storage, drones, video systems, and courtroom facilities. The 
department also discussed officer recruitment and retention efforts, current staffing shortages, 
and the proposed purchase of traffic data collection equipment to better address neighborhood 
speeding concerns. 

Council requested additional information on several budget-related items, including 
millage rate comparisons with neighboring municipalities, façade grant program expansion 
opportunities, courtroom improvement costs, fire department staffing and facility needs, police 
vehicle replacement schedules, and future park improvement plans. 

  Adjourn 

 Council Member Thomas made a motion to adjourn. Council Member Rose seconded the 
motion which was unanimously approved by roll call vote. There being no further business to 
discuss, the meeting adjourned at 5:07 p.m.  

 
 
 
 
_________________________________________  
Elise Partin, Mayor  
 
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
________________________________________  
Kristen Hall, Municipal Clerk  



City of Cayce  
Minutes of 5/20/2026 Regular Council Meeting 
Page 1 of 4 

1800 12th Street | PO Box 2004 | Cayce SC 29171 
P 803 796 9020 | F 803 796 9072 

caycesc.gov 

 

City of Cayce 
Regular Council Meeting 
Wednesday, May 20, 2026 

5:00 p.m. – Cayce City Hall – 1800 12th Street 
www.caycesc.gov 

To Access Council Meeting Livestream, click 
https://www.youtube.com/@cityofcayce1137/streams 

The May 20, 2026, Regular Council Meeting was held this evening immediately following 
the Special Called Council Meeting for General Fund Budget Workshop; the meeting started at 
5:19 p.m. in Council Chambers. Those present included Mayor Elise Partin, Mayor Pro Tem Phil 
Carter and Council Members Byron Thomas, Tiffany Aull, and Alice Rose. City Manager Michael 
Conley, Assistant City Manager Wesley Crosby, Assistant City Manager/Utilities Director Betsy 
Catchings, Municipal Clerk Kristen Hall, Human Resources Director Keisha Brunson, Fire Chief 
Steven Bullard, Police Chief Bruce Wade, Communications Coordinator Karly Shorter.   

Mayor Partin asked if members of the press and public were duly notified of the meeting in 
accordance with the Freedom of Information Act.  Mrs. Hall confirmed they were notified.   

Call to Order 

Mayor Partin called the Regular Council Meeting to order, and Council Member Thomas 
gave the invocation. Mayor Partin led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approval of Minutes 

Council Member Thomas made a motion to approve both the April 22, 2026, Regular 
Council Meeting minutes and the April 27, 2026, Special Called Meeting minutes as written. 
Council Member Rose seconded the motion which was unanimously approved by roll call vote. 

Public Comment Regarding Items on the Agenda 

Joe Long – Item III. A. – Mr. Long addressed Council regarding the accommodation tax 
funding process. He expressed concerns about the 2025 accommodation tax allocation to the 
Greater Cayce-West Columbia Chamber of Commerce, alleging that the organization had not 
submitted the required application and expenditure documentation prior to Council consideration. 
He also raised concerns regarding potential conflicts of interest and recusal practices involving 
Council members associated with the Chamber. Mr. Long urged Council to ensure that all future 
accommodation tax awards adhere to established application requirements, that any affiliations 
between Council members and applicants are disclosed on the record prior to voting, and that 
applicants submit detailed budgets corresponding to requested funding amounts. He stated that 
maintaining these standards would help ensure transparency and public confidence in the 
process. 

Mayor 
Elise Partin 

Mayor Pro-Tem Council Members City Manager  Assistant City  Manager 
 Phil Carter     Tiffany Aull Mike Conley 

  Byron Thomas 
  Alice Rose 

  Betsy Catchings 
Wesley Crosby  

ITEM I. B.
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Items for Discussion and Possible Approval  
 
A. Discussion and Approval of the Accommodations Tax Committee’s Recommendation for 

Distribution of Funding for FY26/27 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Carter made a motion to table this item until the next meeting. Council 

Member Rose seconded the motion which was unanimously approved by roll call vote.  
 
B. Discussion and Approval of the Hospitality Tax Grant Funding for FY26/27 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Carter made a motion to table this item until the next meeting. Council 

Member Rose seconded. Before the vote, Council Member Thomas recused himself, stating he 
was not aware the CWC Cares Foundation submitted a request for funding and wished to avoid 
any appearance of a conflict of interest regarding the item. The motion to table was approved 
unanimously by roll call vote, with Council Member Thomas abstaining due to his recusal. 
 
Ordinances 

 
A. Discussion and Approval of Ordinance 2026 - 04 to Adopt an Annual Budget, levy a 

Property Tax, and Provide Revenue for the City of Cayce for the Fiscal Year Ending June 
30, 2027, and To Adopt and Establish Certain New Fees and Charges with Amounts – 
First Reading  
 
Mayor Pro Tem Carter made a motion to table the First Reading of the Fiscal Year 2027 

General Fund and Utility Fund Budgets until May 26, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. Council Member Aull 
seconded the motion which was unanimously approved by roll call vote.  
 
Committee Matters 
 
A. Approval of Minutes 

Cayce Housing Authority – Annual Board Meeting January 20, 2026 
Cayce Housing Authority – Regular Board Meeting, January 20, 2026 

 
 Council Member Thomas made a motion to enter both the Cayce Housing Authority 
Annual Board Meeting Minutes from January 20, 2026, and the Cayce Housing Authority Regular 
Board Meeting Minutes from January 20, 2026, into the City’s record. Council Member Rose 
seconded the motion which was unanimously approved by roll call vote.  
 
City Manager’s Report 
 
 City Manager Conley stated there were no items for the City Manager’s Report. 

 
Council Comments 
 
 Council Member Aull announced a community meeting scheduled for May 21 at Refuge 
Church in Riverland Park, hosted in partnership with Council Member Thomas, where 
representatives from Martin Marietta would discuss proposed mining permit modifications. She 
also congratulated the Class of 2026 graduates and informed the public that Lexington School  
District Two would provide free breakfast and lunch throughout the summer for individuals 18 
years of age and younger at Brookland-Cayce High School, Cayce Elementary School, Riverbank  
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Elementary School, and Pine Ridge Middle School. Additional information and meal schedules 
are available throughout the district. 
 
 Council Member Thomas thanked community members and staff for their efforts in 
organizing a public information meeting regarding Martin Marietta's proposed mining permit 
modifications and encouraged public participation. He also recognized volunteers who 
participated in a recent litter cleanup in Riverland Park, noting that more than 100 pounds of litter 
were collected, and thanked members of the Brookland-Cayce High School Sustainability Club 
for their involvement. 

Council Member Thomas announced the upcoming Cayce-West Columbia Block Party 
and highlighted planned participation by community partners, including health screenings, 
educational resources, and school registration assistance. He also thanked residents for 
supporting Transportation Security Administration (TSA) employees at Columbia Metropolitan 
Airport during a recent federal funding disruption through donations of gas cards and other 
assistance. 

Council Member Thomas expressed support for further discussion of a proposed vacant 
building ordinance during a future Council work session, emphasizing the importance of reviewing 
best practices, staff input, and potential incentives for property owners. He concluded by 
recognizing Memorial Day and expressing appreciation for military service members and their 
families. 
  
 Mayor Partin highlighted positive community interest surrounding the proposed Thomas 
Dambo art project and noted its potential economic and tourism benefits for the City. She also 
discussed the history of the proposed vacant building ordinance, including previous Council 
consideration and examples of properties that were redeveloped following its initial introduction. 
Mayor Partin stated that the ordinance was intended to encourage productive use of vacant 
properties and support economic development within the City. 
 
Executive Session  

 
A. Discussion of the Lexington County Municipal Association Dues  

 
B. Receipt of legal advice and discussion of proposed contractual arrangements 

relating to City of Cayce Judges   
 

C. Receipt of legal advice concerning the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act 
process and the City’s procedural obligations in connection with a proposed 
economic development project  
 

D. Receipt of legal advice relating to claims and potential claims by and against the 
City and other matters covered by the attorney-client privilege 

 
Council Member Rose made a motion to move into Executive Session for Items A, B, and 

C, as there was nothing to discuss for Item D. Council Member Thomas seconded the motion 
which was unanimously approved by roll call vote.  
 
Reconvene 
 

After the Executive Session was concluded, Mayor Partin announced that no action was 
taken in Executive Session other than to adjourn and resume the regular meeting.  
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Possible Action in follow-up to Executive Session  
 
A. Possible action to approve the Lexington County Municipal Association Dues  

 
City Manager Conley stated that no motion was needed for this item.  

 
B. Possible action to reappoint Municipal Judges and approval of agreements 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Carter made a motion to renew and approve the contracts of Judge 

Boberts and Judge Jefferies with the same terms and conditions as the previous contractual 
agreement. Council Member Aull seconded the motion which was unanimously approved by roll 
call vote.  

 
C. Possible action, if any, relating to claims or potential claims discussed in executive 

session, as appropriate and as permitted by law  
 

No action for this item. 
 
Adjourn 
 

 Council Member Thomas made a motion to adjourn. Council Member Rose 
seconded the motion which was unanimously approved by roll call vote. There being no further 
business, the meeting adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
_________________________________   
Elise Partin, Mayor  
 
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
___________________________________  
Kristen Hall, Municipal Clerk 
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City of Cayce 
Special Called Council Meeting 

Tuesday, May 26, 2026 
5:00 p.m. – Cayce City Hall – 1800 12th Street 

www.caycesc.gov 

To Access Council Meeting Livestream, click 
https://www.youtube.com/@cityofcayce1137/streams 

The May 26, 2026, Special Called Council Meeting for the First Reading of the General 
Fund and Utility Fund Budgets was held this evening at 5:00 p.m. in Council Chambers. Those 
present included Mayor Elise Partin, Mayor Pro Tem Phil Carter, and Council Members Tiffany Aull, 
Byron Thomas, and Alice Rose; City Manager Michael Conley, Assistant City Manager Wesley 
Crosby, Assistant City Manager/Utilities Director Betsy Catchings, Fire Chief Steven Bullard, 
Assistant Fire Chief Ryan Gates, Police Chief Bruce Wade, Assistant Police Chief Jonathan von 
Moltke, Public Works Director Johnny Dillard, Director of Development Services Luke Godbold, 
Museum Curator Andy Thomas, Interim Municipal Treasurer Leslie Moser, Communications 
Coordinator Karly Shorter, Human Resources Director Keisha Brunson, Commercial Building 
Inspector David Parnell were also in attendance.  

Mayor Partin asked if members of the press and public were duly notified of the meeting in 
accordance with the Freedom of Information Act. Municipal Clerk Hall confirmed they were notified. 

Call to Order 

Mayor Partin called the Special Council Meeting to order, and Mayor Pro Tem Carter gave 
the Invocation. Mayor Partin led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Public Comment Regarding Items on the Agenda 

Joe Long – Items III. A. and III. B. - Mr. Long addressed Council regarding the hospitality 
and accommodations tax funding requests on the agenda. He expressed support for the 
applications but questioned whether funding standards had been applied consistently across 
tourism-related projects. He referenced previous Council discussions regarding the Thomas Dambo 
troll project and noted concerns about private funding, performance history, and visitor data. Mr. 
Long encouraged Council to apply the same evaluation criteria to all funding requests. 

Pamme Eades – Item III. B. - Ms. Eades thanked the City and Council for their continued 
support of the Women's Club of Cayce and the Hot Flash 5K. She explained that the organization 
elected to seek its full funding request through the hospitality tax program this year rather than 
applying for both hospitality and accommodations tax funding. Ms. Eades highlighted the event's 
promotion of the City of Cayce, its benefit to local projects, and the organization's marketing efforts, 
while also expressing concern that smaller events appeared to receive larger funding reductions 
than larger events. 

Mayor 

Elise Partin 

Mayor Pro-Tem Council Members City Manager  Assistant City Manager 

          Phil Carter  Tiffany Aull Mike Conley 
  Byron Thomas 

  Alice Rose 

Betsy Catchings 
Wesley Crosby  

ITEM I. B.

http://www.caycesc.gov/
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Items for Discussion and Possible Approval  
 

A. Discussion and Approval of the Accommodations Tax Committee’s Recommendation 
for Distribution of Funding for FY26/27 

 
Mayor Partin stated that she serves on the River Alliance Board of Directors and asked that 

the River Alliance application be considered separate from the remainder, and she would recuse 
herself from consideration of the River Alliance Accommodations tax application. 

Mayor Pro Tem Carter made a motion to entertain all items on the accommodations tax, 
collectively excluding the River Alliance Application. Council Member Rose seconded the motion, 
which was passed unanimously, with Mayor Partin abstaining from the vote to separate the River 
Alliance item out of this agenda item.  
 Council Member Thomas made a motion to approve the A-Tax recommendation for the 
River Alliance. Council Member Rose seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously, with 
Mayor Partin abstaining due to her recusal.  
 Council Member Rose made a motion to follow the Accommodations Tax Committee 
recommendation for all applicants except for the River Alliance items. Council Member Thomas 
seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved by roll call vote.   
  

B. Discussion and Approval of the Hospitality Tax Grant Funding for FY26/27 
 

Mayor Partin asked that the River Alliance appropriation be considered separate from the 
remainder and out of an abundance of caution, she would not participate in the vote on separating 
the River Alliance item and recuse herself from consideration of the River Alliance appropriation.  

Mayor Pro Tem Carter made a motion to separate out the River Alliance item from the rest of 
the Hospitality Tax Committee recommendations and awards. Council member Rose seconded the 
motion, which was passed unanimously, with Mayor Partin abstaining from the vote.  

Council Member Rose made a motion to approve the River Alliance allocation. Council 
Member Thomas seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously, with Mayor Partin 
abstaining due to her recusal.  

 
Council Member Thomas asked that the CWC Cares Foundation appropriation be 

considered separate from the remainder, he would not participate in the vote on separating the 
CWC Cares Foundation and recused himself from consideration of the CWC Cares Foundation 
appropriation.  

Council Member Aull made a procedural motion to support the request to separate the CWC 
Cares Foundation appropriation. Council Member Rose seconded the motion, which was passed 
unanimously with Council Member Thomas abstaining.  

Council Member Rose made a motion to approve the Hospitality Tax Committee’s 
recommendation for the CWC Cares Foundation. Council Member Aull seconded the motion, which 
was passed unanimously, with Council Member Thomas abstaining due to his recusal. 

 
Council Member Aull asked that the Woman’s Club for Cayce appropriation be considered 

separate from the remainder, she would not participate in the vote on separating the Woman’s Club 
appropriation and recused herself from consideration of the Woman’s Club appropriation.  

Council member Rose made a procedural motion to separate the Woman’s Club 
appropriation. Council Member Thomas seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously with 
Council Member Aull abstaining.  

Council Member Rose made a motion to approve the Hospitality Tax Funding request for the 
Woman’s Club of Cayce Hot Flash 5K in the requested amount of $6,700. Council Member Thomas  
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seconded the motion, which was passed unanimously with Council Member Aull abstaining due to 
her recusal.  

 
Council Member Thomas made a motion to approve the remainder of the Hospitality 

recommendation items. Council Member Rose seconded the motion, which was unanimously 
approved by roll call vote.  
 
Ordinances 

 
A. Discussion and Approval of Ordinance 2026 - 04 to Adopt an Annual Budget, levy a 

Property Tax, and Provide Revenue for the City of Cayce for the Fiscal Year Ending 
June 30, 2027, and To Adopt and Establish Certain New Fees and Charges with 
Amounts – First Reading  

 
Mayor Pro Tem Carter made a motion to approve the 2026-2027 General Fund Budget at 

$20,139,640 and the 2026-2027 Utilities Fund Budget at $55,104,592 as presented by 
administration. Council Member Thomas seconded the motion.  

 
Council discussed the proposed Fiscal Year 2026-2027 budget and the potential impact of 

economic uncertainty on City operations. Staff presented the concept of setting aside approximately 
two mills as a contingency reserve to provide flexibility for unforeseen increases in costs related to 
economic conditions and inflation. Discussion included how such funds could be reserved during 
the fiscal year and potentially dedicated to specific programs or projects if not needed. 

Council Member Thomas expressed support for the contingency concept and suggested 
that any unused funds could be directed toward community improvement initiatives, including 
housing rehabilitation, neighborhood beautification, or business assistance programs. 

Mayor Pro Tem Carter expressed concern that the contingency reserve proposal had not 
been previously presented to Council and stated his preference to consider the matter further prior 
to second reading. 

 
Following discussion, Mayor Partin called for the vote on the motion. The motion passed 

with a 4/1 vote.  
 
City Manager’s Report 
 
City Manager Conley stated there were no items for the City Manager’s Report 
 
Council Comments 
  
 Council Member Thomas thanked City staff, law enforcement, code compliance, and 
community partners for their efforts related to the Riverland Park community meeting with Martin 
Marietta, observing strong resident engagement and extended participation at the event. He also 
highlighted the upcoming Cayce-West Columbia Block Party and encouraged community 
participation, including health screenings, food distribution, school registration support, and family 
activities. 

Council Member Thomas discussed research on economic development incentive programs 
in other municipalities, including façade grants, utility incentives, and redevelopment tools, and 
expressed support for further Council discussion at a work session to evaluate potential incentive-
based approaches to vacant and underutilized properties. 

He further reiterated his perspective on prior Council discussion regarding the Thomas 
Dambo public art project, referencing comparative examples from other municipalities and  
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expressing support for exploring operational and cost-saving considerations following Council 
approval. He also discussed tourism and hospitality tax funding structures, emphasizing the role of 
local businesses and social media promotion in supporting visitation and economic activity within 
the City. 
 
Executive Session  
 

A. Receipt of legal advice concerning the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act 
process and the City’s procedural obligations in connection with a proposed 
economic development project 

 
Council Member Thomas made a motion to move into Executive Session. Council Member 

Rose seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved by roll call vote.  
 
Reconvene 

 
After the Executive Session was concluded, Mayor Partin announced that no action was 

taken in Executive Session other than to adjourn and resume the regular meeting.  
 

Adjourn 
 
 Council Member Thomas made a motion to adjourn. Council Member Aull seconded the 
motion which unanimously approved by roll call vote. There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 6:47 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
______________________________________  
Elise Partin, Mayor 
 
 
 
ATTEST:  
 
______________________________________  
Kristen Hall, Municipal Clerk  











Memorandum: General Fund and Utilities Fund FY2027 – 

Second Reading 

Recommended Operating Budget and Capital Improvement Plan for 

Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 2027 

General Fund Budget: Summary for Second Reading on June 11, 2026 

The FY2026-2027 General Fund Budget is currently balanced at $ 20,393,640 and includes the 

following: 

GENERAL FUND REVENUES 

• Increase of 4.97 mills (from 62.1 to 67.07), which will increase tax revenues by $352,426

• $355,327 Cost-of-Living Adjustment of 4%

• $2,150,000 transfer from Utility Fund for Indirect Costs

• $1,623,000 in Hospitality Tax Revenue, including grant funding for City events totaling

$234,440

• A conservative estimate of Accommodations Taxes

• $530,000 from Lexington School District Two for School Resource Officers (SRO)

• $287,414 in grant revenues for three fully funded School Resource Officers through SCDPS,

three SROs at 100%, through the State

ITEM IV. A.
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GENERAL FUND EXPENSES 

• Hospitality Tax fund balance purchases totaling $234,440; included in this are the following for 

the Museum: 

o Public Safety Exhibit 

o 250th Rev War Exhibit (250th Year of the Revolution) 

o Catawba Pottery Exhibit  

o Juneteenth Program 

o Native American Program 

o Kiosk for the Elderly and Disabled 

 

• The following operational expense increases totaling $1,075,236: 

o Planning and Development Compliance 

o Economic Development Software 

o Training 

o Service Contracts 

o Salaries 

• The following external increases: 

o SC Municipal Insurance and Risk Financing Fund (SCMIRF) increase for the City. 

▪ This data has not been released at this time 
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Utilities Fund Budget: Summary for Second Reading on June 11, 

2026 

 

The FY2026-2027 Utilities Fund Budget is currently balanced at $55,104,592 and includes the 

following: 

 

UTILITIES FUND REVENUES    

• 7% rate increase for water and sewer for all customers; inside and outside City. 

• Revenue from a proposed 2026 Bond to fund $7.7M in Capital Improvements 

• Transfer of $1,550.759 from Utility Fund Balance to fund Capital Improvements 

• $1,116,500 lease-purchase for four replacement vehicles 

 

UTILITIES FUND EXPENDITURES 

• 4% cost of living increase for Utilities Fund Employees 

• Capital Improvement Plan expenditures totaling $12,138,640 funded from the 

Operating Funds, proposed 2026 Bond, Utility Fund Balance, and vehicle lease-

purchase 

• No change in the Utility Fund Indirect Cost Transfer of $2,150,000 

• Meets the minimum 115% debt coverage for the City's utility fund debt 

• Principal and interest payments for all existing bonds: 2016B, 2017, 2020, 2021A, & 

2021B 
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Citizen Impact: Summary for Second Reading on June 11, 2026 

Estimated monthly increase of $2.81 for a 3,000 gallon Residential Inside City Customer with 

Water & Sewer for FY 2027. This equates with an annual increase of $33.72. 

Rate Increase Options: Summary for Second Reading on June 11, 2026 

• The proposed Utilities budget contained within includes a proposed 7% increase in water and

sewer rates.  This also assumes incremental increases of 7% in FY28, 5% in FY29, 5% in

FY30, and 5% in FY31.  Anything less than these proposed increases would negatively impact

the ability to continue covering operating expenses and planned capital improvements.

• Staff have also evaluated an alternate plan that would expedite capital improvements.  A 

proposed 15% increase for FY27, followed by 0% in FY28, 5% in FY29, 5% in FY30, and 5%

in FY31.  These increases would support additional Sewer Rehabilitation and Replacement for

sewer main trunk lines that serve the majority of inside city customers, including Churchill

Heights, Airport Boulevard/Memorial Drive areas, Fairlawn, Moss Creek, Edenwood, Concord

Park, the Avenues, and Riverland Park.

Recommendation: Summary for Second Reading on June 11, 2026 

Staff recommend approval of Second Reading of the FY2026-2027 General Fund and Utility 

Fund Budgets, as presented herein. 
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Memorandum
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

To: 

From:  

Date:  

Subject: 

Mayor and Council 

Michael Conley, City Manager 

June 11, 2026

Second Reading of the FY2026-2027 Master Fee Schedule 

Issue 

According to the Consumer Price Index (CPI), the national inflation rate is currently at 3.9%. This 
continued increase in costs has a major effect on the City’s operations and daily business. City staff is 
requesting increases for certain existing service and user fees; the proposed increases are primarily 
attributable to adjustments in water and sewer service charges, business license rates, building 
inspection fees, and zoning-related fees. 

Discussion 

Staff is requesting increases/changes to certain services, user fees, and charges to keep pace with the 
current rise in costs as described below: 

• An increase of 7% for sewer and water usage rates for all customers, inside and
outside City.

• An increase in Business License Rates for Class 1 - Class 8.1
o $5 increase for Income $0-$2,000 (Minimum Tax)
o $0.5 increase for Income over $2,000 (Rate Per $1,000)

• An increase in Building Inspection Fees
Residential

o 1st Re-Inspection $50 (72.4% increase)
o 2nd Re-Inspection $75 (29.3% increase)
o 3rd Re-Inspection $100 (19% increase)
o Re-Inspection of Building Final $150 (New Fee)
o Safety Inspection (No Permit) $25 (31.6% increase)
o Failure to Obtain Inspection Approval $500 (762.1% increase)

 Commercial 
o 1st Re-Inspection $100 (72.4% increase)
o 2nd Re-Inspection $150 (24% increase)
o 3rd Re-Inspection $200 (19% increase)
o Re-Inspection of Building Final $250 (New Fee)
o Failure to Obtain Inspection Approval $500 (762.1% increase)
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• Zoning Plan Review Fees
Subdivision Review

o Preliminary Plat Review
▪ Per Plat $200 (81.8% increase)
▪ Per Lot $20 (5.3% increase)

o Preliminary Plat Revision
▪ Per Plat $100 (72.4% increase)
▪ Per Lot $10 (100% increase)

The full schedule of the proposed General Fund Master Fees for FY2026-2027 is attached. 

Recommendation 

Staff recommends Council approve the FY2026-2027 Master Fee Schedule with the requested 
increases and additions.  
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) ORDINANCE 2026-04 
To Adopt an Annual Budget, Levy a 
Property Tax, and Provide Revenue 
for the City of Cayce for the Fiscal 
Year Ending June 30, 2027, and To 
Adopt and Establish Certain New 
Fees and Charges with Amount 

) 
COUNTY OF LEXINGTON ) 

) 
) 

CITY OF CAYCE ) 
) 

WHEREAS, State law requires that the Council adopt by ordinance an annual 
municipal budget and also requires that the Council act by ordinance to levy taxes; and 

WHEREAS, the Council wishes to comply with these requirements of State law 
and believes it is in the interest of the City to adopt the attached Budget and levy a 
property tax as provided herein; and 

WHEREAS, the Council, in order to balance the annual municipal budget as 
adopted, is required to adjust the millage rate by 4.97 mills, which the Council finds to 
comply with the millage rate limitations in S.C. Code section 6-1-320(A); and 

WHEREAS, as a part of this Ordinance, and as a part of the projected revenue for 
this Budget, the Council also wishes to adopt and establish certain new fees and charges 
amounts for City services, along with new amounts for existing fees, all of which were duly 
noticed to the public as required by S. C. Code section 6-1-330(A), 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and 
Council of the City of Cayce, in Council, duly assembled, as follows: 

Section 1. That a property tax, to cover the period from the first day of July 2026, 
to the thirtieth day of June 2027, both inclusive, for the sums and in the manner 
hereinafter mentioned, at a rate of 67.07 mills on the value of all real estate and 
personal property of every description owned and used in the Lexington County portion 
of the City of Cayce, and at a rate of 67.07 mills on the value of all real estate and 
personal property of every description owned and used in the Richland County portion of 
the City of Cayce, except such property in either County as is exempt from taxation 
under the Constitution and laws of the State of South Carolina, is and shall be levied, 
collected and paid into the Treasury of the County in which the property is situated, for 
credit to the City of Cayce and for the use and service of the City, including for corporate 
purposes, for permanent improvements, for the payment of current expenses, and for 
the payment of interest on and retiring of outstanding bonds of the City. Such tax is 
levied on such property as is assessed for taxation for County and State purposes. 

Section 2. That the Budget attached hereto, the property tax, and the estimated 
revenue for the payment of the Budget as provided in the Budget are hereby adopted, 
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and the attachment to the original of this Ordinance is hereby incorporated and made a 
part hereof as fully as if stated word for word herein. 

Section 3. That the billing dates, the penalty dates, and the amount of penalty that 
shall be levied for delinquent taxes shall be the same as those established by the County 
in which the taxed property is situated and pursuant to State Law. 

Section 4. That the City Manager shall administer the Budget and, in doing so and 
in order to achieve the goals of this Budget, may, among other things, do the following: 

a. Transfer appropriated funds within and between departments and funds

as necessary,

b. Implement controls by fund appropriation, and

c. Designate continuing projects from fund balances.

Encumbrances will be carried over to the next fiscal year as a reserve to the fund 
balance. Expenditures approved by Council shall automatically carry amendments to fund 
appropriations when necessary. 

Section 5. As a part of the revenue portions of this Budget, the Council hereby 
establishes and adopts certain new fees and charges, as identified and set out as 
proposed fees and charges in the attached exhibits to this Ordinance. The attached 
Master Fee and Charges Schedule, including any new fees and charges amounts, is 
hereby incorporated into, and adopted as a part of this Ordinance. All fee and charges 
amounts set out therein or adopted shall continue in effect from year to year until revised or 
modified by subsequent Council action. 

Section 6. If for any reason any sentence, clause or provision of this ordinance 
shall be declared invalid, such shall not affect the remaining provisions hereof. 

This Ordinance shall take effect on the later of second reading approval by Council 
or ___________, 2026. 

DONE IN MEETING DULY ASSEMBLED, this day of June 2026. 

Elise Partin, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

Kristen Hall, Municipal Clerk 
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First Reading:  

 

Public Hearing held:   

 Second and Final Reading:   

 Approved as to form:  
       James Smith, City Attorney 
 



Memorandum 
To: Mayor and Council 

From: Michael Conley, City Manager 

Date: June 11, 2026 

Subject: Second Reading of Ordinance 2026-05 to Amend Chapter 38, Traffic and 
Vehicles, Article II, Operation of Vehicles Generally, of the City of Cayce 
Code of Ordinances to add Section 38-38, Regulated Use of Golf Carts 

Issue 

Council approval is needed for the First Reading of Ordinance 2026-05 to Amend Chapter 38, 
Traffic and Vehicles, ArƟcle II, OperaƟon of Vehicles generally, of the City of Cayce Code of 
Ordinances to add SecƟon 38-38, Regulated Use of Golf Carts. 

Discussion 

The proposed Golf Cart Ordinance is intended to establish clear regulaƟons governing the 
operaƟon of golf carts within the City of Cayce in accordance with South Carolina Code SecƟon 
56-2-90. As golf cart usage conƟnues to increase throughout the community, the ordinance
provides a framework to improve public safety, clarify operaƟonal standards, and support
responsible use on public streets.

The ordinance applies to all golf cart operaƟons within the municipal boundaries of the city. 
Under the proposed regulaƟons, operators must be at least 16 years old, possess a valid 
driver’s license, carry proof of insurance and registraƟon, and display a valid South Carolina 
DMV registraƟon sƟcker on the vehicle. 

To promote roadway safety, golf carts would only be permiƩed on secondary streets with 
posted speed limits of 35 miles per hour or less, while sƟll allowing crossings at intersecƟons 
where higher speed limits exist. The ordinance also establishes operaƟonal hours between 6:00 
a.m. and midnight. Golf carts operated aŌer sunset or before sunrise must be equipped with
funcƟoning headlights and taillights.

AddiƟonal safety measures include requiring passengers under the age of 12 to wear safety 
belts while the vehicle is in operaƟon. The ordinance also removes the current state law four-
mile travel limitaƟon within the city limits, allowing residents greater flexibility to use golf carts 
throughout Cayce provided they remain compliant with all applicable laws and safety 
requirements. 
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ViolaƟons of the ordinance would consƟtute a misdemeanor subject to penalƟes established by 
municipal code, including fines and possible imprisonment. 
 
The proposed ordinance offers several benefits to the City, including improved public safety, 
clearer enforcement authority for Police officers, and increased transportaƟon flexibility for 
residents. 
 
Staff believe the ordinance strikes an appropriate balance between convenience and safety by 
allowing responsible golf cart operaƟon while establishing reasonable safeguards for residents, 
pedestrians, and motorists. 
 
RecommendaƟon 

Staff recommends Council approve the Second Reading of Ordinance 2026-05 to Amend 
Chapter 38, Traffic and Vehicles, ArƟcle II, OperaƟon of Vehicles generally, of the City of Cayce 
Code of Ordinances to add SecƟon 38-38, Regulated Use of Golf Carts. 



 

WHEREAS, the City of Cayce is authorized pursuant to South Carolina Code Annotated 
Section 56-2-90 to regulate the hours, methods, and locations of golf cart operation; and 

WHEREAS, Cayce Council finds that regulating the operation of golf carts within the 
municipal boundaries of the City promotes public safety and provides clear operational 
requirements; and 

WHEREAS, City Council desires to establish regulations consistent with state law 
governing the operation of golf carts on public streets and highways within the City of 
Cayce; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and City Council of the City of 
Cayce, South Carolina, in Council, duly assembled, that the Cayce Code of Ordinances 
is amended by adding Section 38-38, Regulated use of golf carts, in Chapter 38, Traffic 
and Vehicles, Article II, Operation of Vehicles Generally, as set forth herein in the 
attached provisions. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDAINED that if any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or 
phrase of this Ordinance is for any reason held to be unconstitutional or invalid, such 
decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDAINED that all ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with 
this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA ) 
) 

COUNTY OF LEXINGTON  ) 
) 

CITY OF CAYCE ) 

ORDINANCE 2026-05 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 38, TRAFFIC 
AND VEHICLES, ARTICLE II, OPERATION OF 
VEHICLES GENERALLY, OF THE CITY OF CAYCE 
CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ADD SECTION 38-38, 
REGULATED USE OF GOLF CARTS 
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IT IS FURTHER ORDAINED that this Ordinance shall be effective from the date of 
second reading approval by Council. 

 

DONE IN A MEETING DULY ASSEMBLED, this _____ day of _____________, 2026. 

 

       _______________________________   
       Elise Partin, Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________  
Kristen Hall, Municipal Clerk  
 
 
First Reading: ________________  
 
Second Reading and Adoption: ___________________  
 
Approved as to form: ______________________________  
     James Smith, City Attorney 
 
  



Exhibit A – Code Text Amendment 

Sec. 38-38. Regulated use of golf carts. 

(a) Applicability. This section applies to the operation of golf carts on public streets, 
roads, and highways within the municipal boundaries of the City of Cayce.

(b) State-law requirements. A person operating a golf cart on a public street, road, or 
highway within the City shall comply with the requirements of South Carolina Code 
Annotated Section 56-2-90, including the following:

(1) Be at least sixteen (16) years of age, hold a valid driver’s license, and have in 
the operator’s possession:

a. A valid State of South Carolina golf cart registration certificate;

b. Proof of liability insurance in accordance with South Carolina Code 
Annotated Section 38-77-140; and

c. The operator’s driver’s license.

(2) Display a valid SCDMV registration sticker on the front windshield of the golf 
cart.

(c) Permitted streets and crossings. Golf carts may be operated only on secondary 
public streets, roads, or highways within the City where the posted speed limit is thirty-
five miles per hour (35 mph) or less. A permitted golf cart may cross a highway, street, or 
road at an intersection where the posted speed limit exceeds thirty-five miles per hour (35 
mph).

(d) Hours of operation; nighttime equipment. Golf carts may be operated within the 
municipal boundaries of the City only between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 12:00 a.m.
(midnight). A golf cart operated after sunset or before sunrise during authorized hours shall 
be equipped with properly functioning headlights and taillights. Operation of a golf cart 
between the hours of 12:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. is prohibited.

(e) Safety belts for passengers under twelve. Each passenger under the age of twelve 
(12) shall wear a fastened safety belt while the golf cart is in operation on public streets 
and highways.

(f) Four-mile limitation not applicable within City when otherwise compliant. Within 
the municipal boundaries of the City, operation of a golf cart is not limited to four

(4) miles from the address listed on the registration certificate, provided the golf cart is
operated in compliance with this section and applicable state law.



(g) Penalty. Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be deemed guilty of 
a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, shall be subject to a fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars ($500.00), imprisonment for a period not exceeding thirty (30) days, or 
both, in the discretion of the court. 

(h) Definition of registered residence. For purposes of this section, “registered 
residence” means the address listed on the golf cart registration certificate issued by the 
South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicles (SCDMV). 
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