Hazardous household products are in your home, your
neighbaor's home and your best friend’s home,

From under the kitchen sink to the garage and all storage
places in hetween, a typical house has about 100 pounds
of thatm according to the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (U.5. EPA) If not used, stored and disposed of
properly, they can be hazardous to your family's health and
the enviranment,

What are hazardous househeold products?

Heousehold products that are hazardous contain at least
one hazardous substance — that is, any material that
poses a threat to you or the environment. As a consumer,
yau might assume that a product is safe i it is for sale. You
need ta remember that there are thousands of comman
househaold products that contain at least one hazardous
substance. The products include cleaners, pool chemicals,
lawn and garden care products, paint preducts, autometive
fluids, medicine and some beauty products. Products

that are hazardous have at least one of the following
characteristics:

@ FLAMMABLE - it can easily be set an fire,
CORROSIVE or CAUSTIC — it can burn you.

EXPLOSIE cor REACTIVE — it can explode if exposed
to heat, sudden shock or pressura.

& TOXIC or POISONOUS — it can cause injury or death
through ingestion, inhalation or absorption through
the skin,

What is hazardous household waste?

Hazardous heusehold waste (HHW) is leftover hazardous
household products generated by residential consumers
as opposed to manufactiurers and businesses. The
average home can accumulate as much as 100 pounds of
HHW according ta the U.S. ERA.

What are the possible dangers?

The dangers may not be immediately obvious, but the
improper disposal of HHW can pollute the environment
and pose a threat to human health,

lFlammable or reactive HHW mixed in your garbage can
release toxic fumes, explode or cateh fire injuring your
family or sanitation workers. If poured down drains and
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toilets, it can contaminate septic tanks or wastewater
treatment plants. If poured on the ground or down starm
drains, it can contaminate rivers, lakes and streams.

There can e certain health threats associated with the
use of hazardous household products. Products like lyve
can burn skin, eyes or respiratory passages. Exposure
to some pesticides, paints and solvents can calse
weakness, confusion, dizziness, irritability, headaches,
nausea, sweating, tremors and convulsions. Children are
particutarly vulnerable to these products and accidental
poisanings can oceur if these products are not propetly
stored. Pets can be at risk, too,

It may seem that what you throw away is insignificant, but
it iz not when multiplied by millions of homes nationwide
that throw away HHW.

How can | identify a
hazardous household product?

Carefully read the product label. To help identify these
products, federal law requires them to be labeled with
warnings about their use, storage and disposal. These
labels include signal words to help in their identification.
The weords "Danger” (most toxic), “Warning” and "Caution”
{least toxic) are used to help identify the various dearees
of toxicity.

It is imporant te note that some of these requirements do
not apply to most hobby products. Labels do, however,
provide valuable information that you can use to make
informed cholees about what products to buy, how to store
and use them, and how to dispese of them properly.

What can | do at my home?

Here are some steps that you can take to protect your
family and the envirahment,

B Buy wisely.

O FRead the label carefully. Make sure the product
will do the job you want it to da,

0O Buy only what you need to avoid leftover praduct,

O Consider buying non-toxic or less toxic
alternatives. To learn more about alternatives
around the home, visit www.epa.gov/epawaste/
index.htm.



B Store products safely.

O Close lids tightly so products will not dry out, leak
or evaporale.

O Store products in a cool, dry place away from heat
or flame. Store away from children and pats.

O Store products in original containers with the label
intact,

O Separate flammahles, corrosives and poisons.
Store them on separate shelves.

B Use products safely.

O FRead the label carefully befure use and follow
directions.

O Use only the recommended amount.
Mever mix products,

Lse the product in well-ventilated roorms and avoid
breathing fumes.

O Use any eyeor ear protection, gloves and
protective clothing recommended.

OO

How is HHW managed in South Carolina?

The waste management optiens in order of preference
are waskte reduction, reuse, recycling and dispasal. Every
effort should be made to minimize HRW. Using a
non-toxic or less toxic alternative is the best aptian, If you

cannet use the product, donate it to a friend or community
organization.

Homeowners in South Carolina are legally allowed to
dispose of HHW with their household garbage. There
are four counties In the state (Charleston, Georgetown,
Horry and York counties) that have permanent HHW
pregrams, Other local programs offer single-day collection
events. If your community does not have a pregram or
plans for a collection event, encourage it to set up one.
Call the 5.C. Department of Health and Environmental
Control's Office of Solid Waste Reduction and Recycling
at 1-800-768-7348 or visit www.scdhec.govirecycle for
more Infarmation on programs or events.

The Final Word

Froper management of hazardous household products
and HHW is everyone's responsibility. You should
reduce the use of these products whenever possible

and reduce the amount of HHW generated for disposal.
your actions will help protect your family’s health and the
environment.

For maore information about the hazards, handling and
management of hazardous household produsts, visit
www.mass.govidep/recyclefhazardous/hhwhome htm.
For more information about HHW, visit www.epa.gov/
epawaste/index.htm.

W LAWN/GARDEN CARE PRODUCTS — Bug spray, fertitizar,
pesticide, insecticide, fungicide, herbicide and wsed killar

B PAINT AND PAINT-RELATED PRODUCTS" - Latex/waler-bazad
paint, oil-bazed paint, turpentine. paint stripper, rust ramovar, paint
thinner and varnish

B AUTOMOTIVE FLUIDS AMD BATTERIES* — Llsed matar ail and
filters, gasoling, diesel fusl, kerosens, auto hody repair praducts
windshield washer salution, antlifressze, brake and transmission Auid,
lead-acid halleries and metal polish

dispose of it with your housekaold garbaga.

-

Examples of Hazardous Household Products Found in the Home

B BEAUTY PRODUCTS AND MEDICINE — Alcohol-kased lotions,
rubbing alcohol, medicine. nail polish and nail polish remover, hal
relaxers, dyes and permananls, hair sprays and aerosol deodorants

B HOUSEHOLD CLEAMERS — Ammonia-based cleangrs, oven
and drain cleaners, floar care products, aeresal cleansars, window
cleaners, furniture polish. metal pelish as well as tub/toilet cleanars
| MISCELLANEOUS — Mearcury thormometers, photographic

chemicals, lighter fluid. shoe polish, tibarglass epaxy, swimming pool
chemicals, melhbals and glue

© W the palntis sfill vsahls, I to donate it to s non-prafit group in your communily. Meny countles alse aocep? [ates paint from residents. These counties include Aikern.
Barnwell, Charleston. Darlinglon, Dorchoslor, Fablcld, Seenwlle, Hamptan, Harey, | anezster, Mckens, Spartanburg, Unic
safaly by complating b following steps: (1) Hemove the lid and led the paint air doy tharden) compleiely. Make suo you de e e g well-ventialeo area away from
children ard pets, (& You can add cat liter, shreddad newspaper, 2awdus or sard o e paint o spocd U the process, (3) Ores the paint iz cnmpletely dry, you can

nand ¥York. Painl also san be disposed of

Usad molar oif and Nkers aswell as gasoline, di2sel fuel and 1erasene can be recyeled throwghou! South Cazoliza. For the lexcathon neasest you, vist wewscdbec,
govirecycle and click on HECYG! ING WHFRE ¥0L LIVE. Lead-acid (mar and troch) ballenies must be recycioed i Seuth Caroling, You can racysle your baberies at
the retzil Iocation whers you bought your new batlery or througk: your lecad recycling program.
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